PRESS RELEASE

ARDIAN INVESTS IN STRATEGIE MEDIA CONSEIL TO BUILD ON THE
LEADING LUXURY REAL ESTATE CLASSIFIEDS PLATFORM IN FRANCE
Nice, November 2nd, 2021 - Ardian, a world leading private investment house, today announces the
acquisition of a minority stake in Strategie Media Conseil, a leading French digital real estate classifieds
platform offering luxury and high-quality properties via its two websites - Résidences Immobilier and
Maisons & Appartements.
Founded in 1994 by Jean-Pierre Cohen and Eric Bernt, the Strategie Media Conseil (SMC) Group has
become one of the leading digital real estate classifieds platforms in France, connecting homebuyers and
tenants with around 2,000 real estate agencies. The company currently employs nearly 50 people.
Originally launched as a real estate media publisher operating in the French Riviera, the Group took the
strategic decision to establish its digital presence via its two real estate classifieds platforms in order to adapt
to the evolutions of its clients’ business and to market expectations. The Group has also expanded its
geographical footprint across France in new strategic regions thanks to its sales force and its proprietary
software tools.
Ardian Growth’s investment in the Group will enable SMC to build on its strong presence in the French
market by expanding its offering and geographical reach, cementing its leading position in the luxury real
estate and intermediate housing segments. To this end, the Group will be able to draw on Ardian Growth’s
technological and industry expertise, global footprint and diverse network of entrepreneurs.
Jean-Pierre Cohen, Co-Founder at SMC, said: “To step up our growth and continue delivering fantastic
customer experience to buyers, agents and sellers, we will, with the support of Ardian Growth’s team, invest
in growing our team and developing our digital platform while expanding our high added-value service
portfolio for real estate agents.”
“Our investment in Strategie Media Conseil is a perfect example of our approach of backing ambitious
entrepreneurs with solid expertise who are looking to take their companies to the next level. The Group is
a strongly performing digital real estate classifieds platform with a clear strategic focus and an impressive
track record. We look forward to working closely together with Jean-Pierre and its team, to expand the
platform and ensure that SMC’s exceptional offer is more widely available across France.” said Alexis
Saada and Léa Chaplain for Ardian Growth.

ABOUT ARDIAN
Ardian is a world-leading private investment house with assets of US$114bn managed or advised in Europe, the
Americas and Asia. The company is majority-owned by its employees. It keeps entrepreneurship at its heart and focuses
on delivering excellent investment performance to its global investor base.
Through its commitment to shared outcomes for all stakeholders, Ardian’s activities fuel individual, corporate and
economic growth around the world.
Holding close its core values of excellence, loyalty and entrepreneurship, Ardian maintains a truly global network,
with more than 800 employees working from fifteen offices across Europe (Frankfurt, Jersey, London, Luxembourg,
Madrid, Milan, Paris and Zurich), the Americas (New York, San Francisco and Santiago) and Asia (Beijing, Singapore,
Tokyo and Seoul). It manages funds on behalf of more than 1,200 clients through five pillars of investment expertise:
Fund of Funds, Direct Funds, Infrastructure, Real Estate and Private Debt.

www.ardian.com

ABOUT STRATEGIE MEDIA CONSEIL
Founded in 1994, Strategie Media Conseil (SMC) develops two digital real estate classifieds platforms: Maisons &
Appartements, a leader in high-quality housing and Résidences Immobilier, a leader in luxury real estate. Initially
specializing in real estate media, the Group has established its digital presence becoming one of the leading digital
real estate classifieds platforms in France. The Group retains its dual media offering with the monthly publication of its
print magazines. With its 60,000 ads, Maisons & Appartements has expanded across the South of France, from
Monaco through the Rhône-Alpes region to the Atlantic Coast. With around 20,000 luxury real estate ads covering
Paris, the Atlantic Coast and the French Riviera and around 4,500 pages a year in its magazine version, Résidences
Immobilier is one of France’s leaders in luxury real estate.

www.maisonsetappartements.fr
www.residences-immobilier.com

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Strategie Media Conseil: Jean-Pierre Cohen
Strategie Media Conseil advisors:
- M&A advisors: Edmond de Rothschild (Julien Béraud, Gonzague Pouradier-Duteil, Aude-Amel
Cheraitia)
- Legal advisors: Hubert Evrard (Bosio-Evrard & Associés)
- Financial advisors: Alvarez & Marsal (Jonathan Gibbons, Samih Hajar, Simane Idbalkassm,
Maxime Frydman)
Ardian: Alexis Saada, Léa Chaplain
Ardian advisors:
- Legal advisors: McDermott Will & Emery (Diana Hund, Fanny Rech, Marianne Zwobada
(Corporate); Antoine Vergnat, Côme de Saint Vincent, Matthieu Rannou (Tax); Pierre-Arnoux
Mayoly, Shirin Deyhim, Clarisse de Roux (Financing))
- Tax, legal and employment audit: Fidal (Katia Jarquin, Lorraine Raimbert-Nusse, Mikaël Maheust)
- Financial advisors: Eight Advisory (Christophe Delas, Fabien Thieblemont, Arthur Huon)
Financing:
- Lead bank: Société Générale (Gaëlle Coudert-Majoulet)

-

-

Participants: BNP Paribas (Aurélie Giordano, Bruno Chaudat, Mathias Ronzeaud), Caisse
Régionale de Crédit Agricole Mutuel Provence Côte d’Azur (Christophe Lejeune, Benjamin Breban,
Stéphanie Tourret)
Financing advisors: Simmons & Simmons (Colin Millar)
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