
 

 

  

 

 

 
ARDIAN PRIVATE DEBT APPOINTS NEW CO-HEAD 

 
 
London, October 25 2016: Ardian, the independent private investment company, today announces the 
appointment of Mark Brenke as Co-Head of Ardian Private Debt as it continues to build its growing offering. 
 
Mr Brenke has over 20 years’ private capital investment experience in European markets, encompassing both 
private debt and private equity. Prior to joining Ardian, Mr Brenke worked for Intermediate Capital Group 
(ICG), most recently with responsibility for establishing ICG’s European Direct Lending business. He has 
worked at Ardian for over two years, initially joining as a Managing Director. 
 
Mr Brenke will work alongside Olivier Berment, who is also Co-Head of Ardian Private Debt. Mr Berment has 
18 years of private equity experience including 13 years with Ardian. 
 
Ardian Private Debt, which is based out of London, Paris and Frankfurt, continues to grow, with a team of 17 
people across its pan-European office network. Its third generation fund, which closed in September last year 
having raised €2 billion is now over 50% committed. Recent investments include 6 Degrees and JLA in the 
UK, and Germany’s P&I. 
 
Unitranche continues to be an important area of growth, with this form of financing increasingly being used by 
companies and funds. Current market conditions also mean that companies are turning towards private 
funding in preference over bank financing, with recent indications of accelerated retrenchment in the latter 
sector. 
 
Mark Brenke, Co-Head of Ardian Debt, said: “The current strength of Ardian Private Debt’s performance 
makes this a particularly exciting time to take on this new role. With $60 billion Assets under Management, 
Ardian is now Europe’s largest provider of private capital. As economic uncertainty continues to increase, 
private debt providers will play a key role in the economy.” 
 
Vincent Gombault, Member of the Executive Committee and Head of Ardian Funds of Funds and Private Debt, 
said: “We have seen strong growth in the demand for private debt funds and, as a company, we will always 
grow to meet the evolving needs of our investors. Mark is an experienced operator and will help to continue 
building our offering. Amid such economic uncertainty, the role of private debt investors such as Ardian, which 
can provide capital responsibly and act as a growth partner for companies, will be crucial.” 
 

ABOUT ARDIAN 

Ardian, founded in 1996 and led by Dominique Senequier, is an independent private investment company 
with assets of US$60bn managed or advised in Europe, North America and Asia. The company, which is 
majority-owned by its employees, keeps entrepreneurship at its heart and delivers investment performance to 
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its global investors while fuelling growth in economies across the world. Ardian’s investment process embodies 
three values: excellence, loyalty and entrepreneurship. 

Ardian maintains a truly global network, with more than 430 employees working through twelve offices in 
Paris, London, Frankfurt, Milan, Madrid, Zurich, New York, San Francisco, Beijing, Singapore, Jersey, 
Luxembourg. The company offers its 550 investors a diversified choice of funds covering the full range of 
asset classes, including Ardian Funds of Funds (primary, early secondary and secondary), Ardian Private 
Debt, Ardian North America Direct Buyout, Direct Funds (Ardian Mid Cap Buyout, Ardian Infrastructure, 
Ardian Expansion, Ardian Growth, Ardian Co-Investment), Ardian Real Estate and customized mandate 
solutions with Ardian Mandates. 
 

www.ardian.com 
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